
   JULIA GALLOWAY – (1966 - ) 
 
New York potter Julia Galloway celebrates the time-honored field of functional pottery – 
utilitarian vessels whose dual purpose is to please both the user and the viewer.  She feels 
strongly that such ware nourish the soul as well as well as provide use and embraces the role of 
the craftsman in society and culture.  Her porcelain ware is richly decorated with images that 
reflect their maker; Galloway‟s interests in gardening, birds, other cultures and the history of 
words all find their way onto her pots.  Equally important in Galloway‟s life is her role as teacher.  
Since 1999 she has been on the ceramics faculty at the School for American Crafts, College of 
Imaging Arts and Sciences of the Rochester Institute of Technology, and finds that the 
interaction with the students enriches her own work and thought as she sees the world through 
her students‟ eyes.  In addition to her teaching and studio work, Galloway has served on the 
Executive Board of the Haystack Mountain School of Crafts and maintains an active workshop 
schedule.  “I am a maker of useful objects, “ Galloway has said.  “I understand the world through 
making, studying and using domestic objects.  Pottery presents our values, aesthetics and 
beliefs back to us ourselves.”1 

 

 

1.  Quoted on AKAR site. 
http://www1.akardesign.com/art/ceramics/previousshows/surfaces/galloway/gallowaydetail.htm 
 
   
 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT – JULIA GALLOWAY 
 
“I am interested in pottery that is joyous; objects that weave into our daily lives through use.  
Pottery decorates our living spaces with character and elegance.  Teapots celebrate our 
drinking tea; a pitcher decorates a mantel when not in use; a mug with slight texture inside the 
handle allows our fingers to discover uniqueness.  Pottery is a reflection of us… 
 
…I make pottery out of porcelain clay.  It is extremely sensitive and responsive to the human 
touch when it‟s soft; when fired it becomes dense and strong.  It is this responsive nature of clay 
that continues to interest me.  It responds to your touch, then you respond to it.  The same 
happens in the firing process with glaze materials and the atmosphere of the kiln. Clay is a 
supportive and demanding medium for the creative journey of making. 
 
I am insistent about making things with my hands.  A need for beautiful domestic objects and an 
instinctual drive to create things are tremendous dance partners for idea and desire.  Utilitarian 
pottery supports and represents our intimate rituals of nourishment and celebration.”1 
 
 
1.  Julia Galloway.  “Artist Statement.”  http://www.juliagalloway.com/conversations.html 
 
 
 

    RESUME – JULIA GALLOWAY 

 
1966   Born, New Haven, CT 

http://www1.akardesign.com/art/ceramics/previousshows/surfaces/galloway/gallowaydetail.htm
http://www.juliagalloway.com/conversations.html


 
1984-1988  New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University, Alfred, NY, BFA 
 
1988 Artist-in-Residence, IWCAT Summer Program for Ceramic Artist, 

Tokoname, Japan 
 
1989 IWCAT Fellowship, Tokoname, Japan 
 
1988-1990  Studio and Performance Artist, Boston, Japan 
 
1991-1992  Massachusetts College of Art, Boston, MA, Fifth Year Student 
   Studio Technician, Boulder, CO 
 
1992-1995 University of Colorado, Boulder, CO, MFA 
 
1992, 1995  Dean‟s Small Grant, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO 
 
1993   The Graduate Plate Funded Grant, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO 
 
1993, 1994  Travel Grant, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO 
 
1994 Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, Halifax, NS, Visiting Scholar 

Program 
 
1995 Research and Development Grant, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO 
 
1995-1996 Artist-in-Residence, Anderson Ranch Arts Center, Snowmass Village, CO 
 
1996-1997 Visiting Instructor, College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA 
 
1997 Visiting Instructor (summer), North Central College, Naperville, IL 
 
1997-1999 Artist-in-Residence, Archie Bray Foundation, Helena, MT 
 
1999-present Associate Professor, School for American Crafts, Ceramics Department, 

College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Rochester, NY 

 
2000 Visiting Instructor (summer), Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH 
 
2001, 2005 Visiting Instructor (summer) Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, 

Halifax, NS 
 
2000, 2001, 2002, Faculty Development Grant, School for American Crafts, Ceramics 
2003, 2004, 2005 Department, College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, Rochester Institute of 
2006, 2007 Technology, Rochester, NY 
 
2001-2009 Executive Board Member, Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, 

ME 
 



2005-2008 Department Chair, School for American Crafts, Ceramics Department, 
College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Rochester, NY 

 
2007 Participant, The Object and Making: Function and Meaning, Haystack 

Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, ME 
 
 
 
 

   BIOGRAPHY – JULIA GALLOWAY 

 
A native of the East Coast, Julia Galloway was raised in Boston, MA, and first began making 
pottery in high school at Brookline High.  Her instructor encouraged her to pursue ceramic art 
and helped her assemble a portfolio for applying to Alfred University.  Galloway credits Alfred 
with not only giving her a thorough education in ceramics but also instilling a self-confidence in 
her abilities.  After receiving her BFA in 1988 she went to Japan, seeking both to study 
Japanese ceramics and also to find what she believed was the life of a craftsman.  What she 
found instead was her true identity as an American artist whose personality was far different 
from the fabled village potter she had pictured.  Galloway returned to the US and spent the next 
few years in various jobs including performance art while she considered her next move.  That 
proved to be enrolling as a special student at the Massachusetts College of Art where she 
immersed herself in ceramics, regaining her confidence in herself and her determination to 
become a potter. 
 
Galloway moved to Boulder, CO, in 1992 to continue her studies with Betty Woodman at the 
University of Colorado.  “I was a difficult student, rather contrary and confrontational,” Galloway 
admits, describing her struggle to adapt her strong beliefs about traditional craft to a school that 
emphasized the fine art side.  “…I thought I could single-handedly resolve the difference or 
conflict between art and craft.”1  While that conflict remains unresolved, Galloway came to an 
acceptance of different types of work although her own interest would remain rooted in 
functional work and craft.  During her last year at Boulder she attended the Nova Scotia College 
of Art and Design to study the history and basics of pottery; to work, as she has put it, with 
potters; and to develop her own aesthetic.   
 
After receiving her MFA, Galloway taught for a year as a sabbatical replacement at The College 
of William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA, and found she enjoyed the stimulation of the academic 
environment.  Next followed a two-year residency at the Archie Bray Foundation in Helena, MT, 
and it was this experience that cemented her resolve that pottery would indeed be her career.  “I 
got the sense of being part of a larger community," she has said of this period.  “With that 
realization came a sense of responsibility…‟Where are we going from here?‟  I do feel very 
much part of the next generation.  I understand the [recent] history, but that‟s not my 
generation.”2  Following the Bray residency Galloway was Visiting Instructor at several colleges 
before accepting a position in the Ceramics Department at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology, School for American Crafts, College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, in Rochester, 
NY, in 1999.  She continues on the faculty as Associate Professor and served as Department 
Chair from 2005 to 2008.  While Galloway admits it is difficult to juggle a full-time teaching 
position with making her own work, she does not regret her choice.  “I decided to teach because 
it was the right time.  I have the energy to do this right now…The balance of teaching, making, 



personal care, and community is impossible.  I am not particularly good at it, and am almost 
always late for everything…Since I have been teaching, I have never worked so hard, with so 
many parts of my psyche.  And – daily – I am amazed by how much I learn from the students, 
and how differently people see the world.  I am pressed to continually reassess my own value 
systems and realize that teaching is the best way to really learn something.3 
 
Galloway is committed to utilitarian pottery, objects meant to be as pleasing in their utility as 
they are in their appearance.  “Pottery weaves into our daily lives through use and decorates 
our living space with character and elegance,” Galloway says, celebrating the duality of her 
chosen medium.4  She works with porcelain which is first bisque-fired and then glaze fired in a 
soda kiln.  In keeping with her desire to “decorate our living space with character and elegance,” 
her glorious surface decoration arises from her total involvement in the creation process.  Walter 
Ostrom, her instructor at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, suggested to her that she 
glaze in the same way that she makes the piece.  Thus, just as her pots are made in parts with 
decisions about form and finish made along the way, so too the glaze is done in small sections, 
working one area at a time and then moving to the next, allowing the piece itself to dictate the 
process.  Galloway claims that she had been of the “one dunk school of pottery glazing”5 until a 
bicycle accident when she was in graduate school resulted in a broken wrist and a halt to 
pottery making for the balance of the semester.  Fortunately she had a stack of bisqued pieces 
and over the course of her recovery she worked on glazing, surface decoration, and firing, 
leading to experimentation and reinvention that still absorbs her.  She also credits a class with 
painter George Woodman at the University of Colorado with inspiring her investigations into 
color theory. The scope of her decorative choices is wide and derives from her own wide 
interests: landscapes, cityscapes, text, the works of other artists and cultures – all have found 
expression in her work. 
 
In addition to her teaching and her studio work, Galloway has served on the Executive Board of 
the Haystack Mountain School of Crafts; has been an artist-in-residence and given workshops 
throughout the US; and has exhibited her work in both solo and group exhibitions.  Her work is 
included in the collections of the Renwick Gallery, Smithsonian Museum, Washington DC; The 
Huntington Museum of Art, Huntington, WV; the Archie Bray Foundation, Helena, MT; The 
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA; and the Arizona State University Ceramic 
Research Center among others.   
 
“Being a potter is not the life I expected,” writes Julia Galloway.  “It is a public life…Bernard 
Leach said that „the potter touches the person through the pot‟ and I agree with him…For me 
being a potter is about being part of a larger community, about celebrating domesticity and 
community.  I make work for people to use, and their experience with it influences what I 
make…this is the root of being a craftsman: giving and getting and giving again.”6 
 
 
1.  Lana Wilson.  “Julia Galloway‟s Artful Insights – Part I.”  Clay Times (January/February 
2004.) 
2.  Forrest Snyder.  “Conversing with Julia Galloway.”  Critical Ceramics: ARTicles.  (August 8 
2000). (http://www.criticalceramics.org/articles/jgallow.shtml 
3.  Wilson.  “Julia Galloway‟s Artful Insights – Part I.” 
4.  “Julia Galloway.”  http://www.haystack-mtn.org/documents/JuliaGalloway.pdf 
5.  Julia Galloway.  “An Introduction.”  http://www.juliagalloway.com/alchemy.html 
6.  “Julia Galloway.”  http://www.haystack-mtn.org/documents/JuliaGalloway.pdf 
 
 

http://www.criticalceramics.org/articles/jgallow.shtml
http://www.haystack-mtn.org/documents/JuliaGalloway.pdf
http://www.juliagalloway.com/alchemy.html
http://www.haystack-mtn.org/documents/JuliaGalloway.pdf
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  GALLERY REPRESENTATION – JULIA GALLOWAY 
 
Trax Gallery, 1812 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710 

 
 
    WEB SITES – JULIA GALLOWAY 
 
http://americanart.si.edu/search/artist_bio.cfm?ID=27746 
Julia Galloway information at the Smithsonian American Art Museum site 
 
http://www.juliagalloway.com 
Julia Galloway web site; includes resume, biography, reprints of articles 
 
http://www.pbase.com/dw_thomas/juliagalloway&gcmd=add_comment 
Dave Thomas.  “Julia Galloway Workshop.” Held at Montgomery County Community College, 
September 29 2007.  Extensive series of photographs. 
 
http://www.akardesign.com/creators/moreinfo.asp?iCreatorID=126 
AKAR web site; information on Galloway 
 
http://www.traxgallery.com/artist.php?sid=galloway 
Trax Gallery web site, page on Julia Galloway 

http://americanart.si.edu/search/artist_bio.cfm?ID=27746
http://www.juliagalloway.com/
http://www.pbase.com/dw_thomas/juliagalloway&gcmd=add_comment
http://www.akardesign.com/creators/moreinfo.asp?iCreatorID=126
http://www.traxgallery.com/artist.php?sid=galloway


 
http://flickr.com/photos/gusstiffpottery/1294348832/in/set-72157601797376226/ 
Brief article and photograph – Julia Galloway 
 
http://www.mudfire.com/julia-galloway-line-and-color.htm 
“Line and Color.” Exhibition at MudFire Gallery includes work of Galloway 
 
http://www.haystack-mtn.org/documents/JuliaGalloway.pdf 
Statement by Julia Galloway 
 
http://www1.akardesign.com/art/ceramics/previousshows/surfaces/galloway/gallowaydetail.htm 
AKAR site with biography, bibliography etc. for Julia Galloway 
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