
   DARRIN HALLOWELL – (1969 - ) 
 
Chicago artist Darrin Hallowell works in a wide variety of media, creating sculptures that engage 
the viewer in the meaning of the universal human experience.  Hallowell believes that 
universality endures across generations and cultures even as the body itself is broken and 
ultimately disappears, and in his exhibitions seeks to contrast the fragility and impermanence of 
the body with the lasting duration of the human condition.  His figurative work can be both 
provocative and disturbing, the figures smoky-colored from the pit firing that completes them, 
the bodies themselves often fragmented, and reassembled, not necessarily in the original order.  
Some assemblages contain only parts of bodies, raising other questions and leaving the answer 
ambiguous. In addition to his sculptural work, Hallowell is a painter, metal worker and print-
maker.  He has developed and operated several companies making bronze and wood tiles as 
well as other decorative metal work.   
 
 

  ARTIST’S STATEMENT – DARRIN HALLOWELL 
 
“Good art speaks to those truths.  I think that the fractured-like quality and the puzzle-like pieces 
that I put together are a visual representation of those patterns that everyone feels throughout 
life.”1 
 
 
1.  Artist’s Statement.  http://www.evogallery.org/?table=Artist&id=10&do=text&test=statement 
 
 

   RESUME – DARRIN HALLOWELL 
 
1969   Born, Bangor, Maine 
 
1993   B.F.A., the School of the Art Institute, Chicago, IL 
 
1996-present  Faculty Member, The Evanston Art Center, Evanston, IL 
 
1999   Art Enterprises Sculpture Grant 
 
2001   Printmaking Residency, Anchor Graphics, Chicago, IL 
    
2001, 2002  Elizabeth M. Cheney Grant 
   Illinois Arts Council Grant 
    
2002-present  Founder, Member, Flux Studios, Chicago, IL 
 
    

   BIOGRAPHY – DARRIN HALLOWELL 
 
Born in Bangor, ME, Darrin Hallowell received his art training at The School of the Art Institute in 
Chicago, IL, earning his B.F.A. in 1993.  He remained in the Chicago area after graduation, 
pursuing a career that has been wide-ranging, encompassing a variety of media.  He began his 
career as a painter, supporting himself by working as a welder.  His work evolved into metal 

http://www.evogallery.org/?table=Artist&id=10&do=text&test=statement


sculpture, but in an effort to avoid the high cost of the foundry, he took up clay which allowed 
him to continue working as a sculptor but without the expensive foundry charges.  He has not 
given up metal work, however, teaching metal sculpture at the Evanston Art Center, Evanston, 
IL,  since 1996 and founding several businesses making bronze tiles: first Foundry Art and 
Bronzework Studio, and in 2002 Flux Studios, a cooperative studio working in metal craft and 
the decorative arts. Recently Hallowell has added a line of hand-cut wood tiles, made from 
sustainable lumber, for use on walls, counters and floors. He continues to paint, work in mixed-
media sculpture, exhibiting in several shows each year, and also pursues print-making. 
 
Hallowell’s clay sculptures are primarily figurative and often mixed media, incorporating metal 
and other materials.  He uses a special clay mix that he makes himself, bisques, then pit-fires 
the pieces to achieve a smoky surface effect.  In addition the pieces are often broken and 
reassembled, not necessarily into their original form.  Other sculptures may contain only body 
parts in an assemblage.  What all his work has in common is a provocative style that is not 
easily defined.  In addition to exhibitions of his work, Hallowell has received a number of 
commissions for his sculptures.  Among them are the Art Enterprises, a private Chicago 
collection, which commissioned a series of works shown at the McCormick Gallery as Men at 
Work: Darrin Hallowell, John Henry, and Barry Tinsley; Two Are Halves of One, commissioned 
by the Evanston Art Center’s Sculpture on the Grounds program; and in 2005 the San Francisco 
International Art Expo chose a group of seven of Hallowell’s figures for the show.   
 
In his figurative work Hallowell draws on such artists as Christo and Manuel Neri for inspiration. 
He is exploring universal human experiences which he believes remain the same throughout 
generations and across cultures.  His figures may be broken and patched, hollow inside, the 
negative space as much as part of the whole as the figures themselves, but what it means to be 
human remains intact, the space becoming part of the dialogue which engages the viewer.  
Working in his Chicago studio Hallowell continues to explore the human connection.  His latest 
exhibitions have included cloth sculptures in addition to the ceramic over steel armature and 
other mixed media pieces. 

Hallowell has received several grants to further his work, including an Art Enterprises Sculpture 
Grant in 1999, Elizabeth M. Cheney Grants in 2001 and 2002, and Illinois Arts Council Grants 
also in 2001 and 2002.  His work is included in The Besser Collection, The Platt Collection New 
York and London,) and the Arizona State University Art Museum among others. 
 
 

  SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY – DARRIN HALLOWELL 
 
Books and Catalogs 
 
Men at Work: Darrin Hallowell, John Henry, Barry Tinsley.  Chicago, IL: McCormick/AEL Space, 
2000. 
 
 
Periodicals 
 
Ferringer, Megan.  “Authenticity.”  The Columbia Chronicle (October 6 2008.) 
 
LaFee, Scott.  “A Warning on Warming.”  San Diego Union-Tribune (October 17 2008.) 
 



 GALLERY REPRESENTATION – DARRIN HALLOWELL 

Evo Gallery, 554 South Guadalupe, Santa Fe, NM  87501 
 
McCormick Gallery, 835 West Washington Blvd., Chicago IL 60607 

 

     WEB SITES – DARRIN HALLOWELL 
 
http://www.evogallery.org/?table=Artist&id=10&do=text&text=bio 
Darrin Hallowell biography, statement and resume on Evo Gallery site 
 
http://columbiachronicle.com/authenticity/ 
Megan Ferringer.  “Authenticity.”  The Columbia Chronicle (October 6 2008). 
 
http://www.askart.com/AskART/artists/biography.aspx?searchtype=BIO&artist=113991 
Brief biography of Hallowell and links to other information 
 
http://www.artnet.com/artist/423794950/darrin-hallowell.html 
Darrin Hallowell on Artnet; resume and other brief information 
 
http://www.fluxstudios.com/lineage_flux_about.htm 
Studio founded by Darrin Hallowell in 2002 
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