
   MAX LEHMAN – (  ) 
 
Phoenix native Max Lehman studied at Arizona State University and was active in the 
group of cutting-edge artists working in downtown Phoenix.  In 1990 he moved to Santa 
Fe where he still lives and works, and his quirky anthropomorphic sculptures reflect his 
membership in the newer generation of ceramic artists.  “Lehman…is influenced by 
iconography of diverse cultures: Latino Dia de los Muertos celebrations, Japanese 
manga and anime illustrations, and time-honored American Saturday morning cartoons 
from the 1960‟s.  He remixes both human form and inanimate objects to bring trans-
global associations to the viewer.”1   
 
 
1.  Peter Held.  “Renegade Clay.”  
http://www.ceramicsmonthlyorg/expandedcontent/2007-08/upfront/default.asp 
 
 

  ARTIST’S STATEMENT – MAX LEHMAN 
 
“…My style, though I would refer to it as illustrative, is best expressed through three 
dimensions.  I like the idea of a piece that exists off the wall out in physical space.  My 
work is stylistically and conceptually linked to the human figure and how it is depicted in 
primitive or pre-industrial cultures. 
 
The types of figures I create tend not to be realistically or naturalistically modeled; rather 
I prefer to give an inanimate object the suggestion of personage…My sculptures can 
also be related to objects such as houses, temples, plants, planets, items of our modern 
technology and other machines…”1 
 
 
1.  Artist‟s Statement courtesy of the artist. 
 
 

    RESUME – MAX LEHMAN 
 
1962 (?)  Born, Phoenix, AZ 
 
1981-1986  Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 
 
1986   Richmond College, London, England 
 
1990   Curator, Art Detour Invitational, Phoenix Union Gallery, Phoenix,  
   AZ 
 
1993   Curator, “Into the Light Exhibition” Amuze Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 
 
1997-2004  Santa Fe Community College, Santa Fe, NM 
 
2000   Project Coordinator, “Trail of Painted Ponies,” Santa Fe, NM 
 

http://www.ceramicsmonthlyorg/expandedcontent/2007-08/upfront/default.asp


2001-2003  Animation Instructor, Macromedia Director, Flash Santa Fe  
   Community College, Santa Fe, NM 
 
2001-2005  Webmaster, Aid and Comfort Organization 
 
2005   Webmaster Developer, Buckaroo Ball Organization 
 
2006-present  Webmaster, New Mexico Tourism Department 
 
Present  Studio Artist, Santa Fe, NM 
 
 

   BIOGRAPHY – MAX LEHMAN 
 
“I have always been drawn to ceramics.  Since I was a small child, I have loved to „get 
my hands dirty‟.  My earliest experience with clay was in a neighbor‟s basement where 
she taught throwing, sculpture and painting after school.”1 
 
Max Lehman is a native of Phoenix, AZ, where he attended Arizona State University and 
exhibited with the Elaine Horwitch Gallery in Scottsdale, AZ.  He was a member of the 
M.A.R.S. art cooperative for six years during the 1980‟s.  The old Victorian structure 
which Lehman and 4 other artists shared as home/studio stood in the way of the Papago 
Freeway and the group was forced to move.  Lehman moved with one of the other artists 
to another location in downtown Phoenix, but by 1990 had relocated to Santa Fe where 
he lives and works today.  He has been a working artist for over 20 years but has also 
done computer animation and web design. 
 
Lehman‟s sculptures have been described as “quirky.”  He describes his work as “eye-
popping, vivid eye candy that likes to stand out…I‟m of the Star Trek Generation.”2 He 
first throws the forms for his sculptures and then alters them, stating that he explores all 
the traditional means of ceramic production in making his work.  He looks for 
anthropomorphic metaphors, so his figures are not meant to be realistic but rather to 
give animate characteristics to inanimate objects.  “Saturday morning cartoons and 
children‟s art has always influenced me heavily,” the artist says.3  He sees in the fantasy 
world one that has no limits and allows the individual to explore “the impossible without 
the restraints of what is probable.”4  The resulting images reflect his view of life in the 
United States.   
 
Max Lehman‟s work has been shown in both solo and group exhibitions and is included 
in both private and public collections. 
 
 
1.  Artist‟s Statement.  Courtesy of the Artist. 
2.  Joseph Schmitt.  “Santa Fe: In Search of Somewhat More Intelligent Life.”  Passport 
(December 2006): 35. 
3.  Artist‟s Statement. 
4.  Ibid. 
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  GALLERY REPRESENTATION – MAX LEHMAN 
 
Victoria Boyce Gallery, 7130 Main Street, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

 
 
    WEB SITES – MAX LEHMAN 
 
http://www.westamericapublishing.com/lehman.html 
“Business Bunnies” created by Lehman 
 
http://www.maxdna.com 
Web site of Max Lehman 
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