
    JENNY LIND – (1942 - ) 
 
Santa Fe, NM, has nurtured Jenny Lind for most of her life.  Born and raised there, she has 
continued to live in the stunning high desert city except for a few brief years when she attended 
the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque and the University of California, Berkeley.  The 
horses she grew up with, and continues to ride, as well as the colors and wildlife of her 
mountain home are evident in her art.  Lind has made her career as a studio artist primarily 
producing functional ware.  Since 1994 she and husband Allan Walter, and more recently their 
daughter Anna, have operated Rainbow Gate Ceramics where they produce handmade ceramic 
dinnerware, pottery and tiles featuring Jenny’s paintings in the glorious colors of the desert 
southwest. 
 
 

   ARTIST’S STATEMENT – JENNY LIND 
 
“My experience of growing up in New Mexico has influenced and inspired me throughout my 
life… When I was young I thought this cornucopian gift of (New Mexican) color was a secret 
trove only mine.  As I grew into my art, I realized that all artists see the world with a special eye, 
but I also learned that New Mexico offers the artist's eye a color feast unlike no other.  At 
Rainbow Gate our glazes reflect our love of our homeplace and its insistent and vibrant 
influence on our palette.”1 
 
 
1.  http://www.rainbowgate.com/AboutUs.asp 
 
 
 

    RESUME – JENNY LIND 
 
1942   Born, Santa Fe, NM 
    

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 
 
   University of California -Berkeley, Berkeley, CA 
 
1983-1992  Co-Owner and Studio Potter, Animals & Co., Santa Fe, NM 
 
1994   Plate Project, Fundraising Project for Fine Arts Museum, Santa Fe, NM 
 
1994 - Present Co-Owner and Studio Potter, Rainbow Gate, Santa Fe, NM 
 
2003 - Present Co-Owner and Studio Potter, Flat Earth Tile, Santa Fe, NM 
 
 

    BIOGRAPHY – JENNY LIND 
 
Born in Santa Fe, Jenny Lind has lived nearly all her life surrounded by the beauty of New 
Mexico, the glorious colors of the land and sky imprinting her artistry.  Her college years were 
spent at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque and a year at the University of California, 

http://www.rainbowgate.com/AboutUs.asp


Berkeley, where she studied painting. Since returning to Santa Fe, Lind has worked as a studio 
artist, originally with her first husband, also a potter, and since her marriage to artist Allan Walter 
they have worked as co-owners and creators of several potteries.  The pair started their first 
pottery in 1983, Animals & Co., which was devoted to making cast teapots, pitchers and cups in 
the shape of animals.  In addition to learning the various processes of mold making, slipcasting, 
and decorating, they also had to learn accounting, production, and the other skills of operating a 
business.  Lind was responsible for designing the products, with suggestions from the rest of 
her family, and Walter made the molds, handled the casting and ran the business.  Lind and 
Walter operated the pottery until 1992 but by then, the combination of a recession, a growing 
weariness with the difficulties of running the pottery, and a feeling that their creativity was 
becoming stifled led them to close Animals & Company, and Lind returned to studio art. 
 
In 1994 Lind was asked to participate in the “Plate Project,” a fund-raiser for the Fine Arts 
Museum in Santa Fe.  The 40 artists invited to participate worked daily in Lind’s studio, painting 
or sculpting the dinner plates; Lind put together the palette of underglaze colors they used and 
glazed and fired the plates.  By the end of the project, Walter and Lind had determined that 
painting and selling decorated plates could work into a business and Rainbow Gate, named 
after the colorful metal gate that marks the entrance to their mountain home, was born. The 
initial period was rough: not satisfied with the quality of purchased bisque plates, they began 
making their own plates, followed by cups, bowls, and other dinnerware.  Together they made 
the ware, painted, glazed, fired, and ran a small store selling the finished products.  The 
business grew, slowly but surely, and became a success with the more profitable retail sales 
exceeding the wholesale ones.  Employees were added and Lind’s and Walter’s children, now 
grown, began taking part in the business, allowing Lind to step back and start devoting more of 
her time to her own art again. 
 
A fortuitous event in 1998 once more set the pair in a new direction.  They had rented a display 
window in the downtown to feature their dinnerware, now becoming quite popular.  As a 
backdrop for the ware, Lind painted tiles, and to her surprise the demand for the tiles was as 
strong as that for the dinnerware, and a new business was born.  The success of the tiles 
brought with it a frustration as well, as Lind soon found the demand taking up all her time.  
Walter spent the next several years developing a silk screen process that allowed Lind to create 
the design which could then be reproduced by machines, and Flat Earth Tile was launched in 
2003.  As with the dinnerware, early plans to use commercially made tile did not work out and 
Flat Earth tiles are made by the pottery. 
 
The inspiration for Lind’s designs comes from the land she knows so well.  She grew up riding 
horses, a passion that continues today, and then, as now, long rides into the deserts instilled a 
deep love for the landscape, wildlife, and rich coloration of the high deserts of northern New 
Mexico.  The many varieties of birds also appear in her images and are part of her life as well – 
Lind and Walter have an aviary at their home, and Lind’s love of gardening has proved an 
attraction to wild birds.  Additional inspirations have come from travels the two have taken, 
including India and Europe, and many of the employees of their potteries are artists and 
contribute their ideas and experiences to the richness of the final products.  The dinnerware at 
Rainbow Gate is made of a very durable low-temperature clay and painted with non-toxic, lead-
free glaze.  Because each piece is handmade, no two are exactly alike – each piece is a work of 
art in itself. 
 
As much as Lind’s career as an artist has been shaped by her native New Mexico, it has also 
been shaped by her family – her husband Allan Walter and their three children, Anna, Jessie, 
and Joshua.  The potteries have all been family enterprises with everyone playing a part in their 



successes.  Walter, originally from Cleveland, OH was a student of Paul Soldner; he and Lind 
met at Anderson Ranch in Aspen, CO, when he was the apprentice director and she was a 
visiting artist. He later joined Lind in Santa Fe and their life has been both a professional and 
personal collaboration.  Although the children were immersed in the world of ceramics from the 
beginning, none of them initially planned to follow it as a career.  From the first pottery, Animals 
& Co., to the present, all worked at various times in the potteries, casting, painting, and helping 
out in the store.  Today their oldest, Anna Masterson, works at Rainbow Gate as both a painter 
and production manager; Jessie is also an artist, living in Albuquerque, and son Joshua and his 
wife, both architects, have helped with the practical issues of production and marketing. 
 
Today, Lind continues to produce the colorful dinnerware and handmade tiles that capture the 
rich colors of the birds and the magnificent lines of her beloved horses.  “New Mexico works its 
numinous way with artists,” Lind’s web site states.  “The light sculpts as well as paints and in the 
art of ceramics, especially, a powerful synthesis of beauty is possible.  These things of 
elemental essences are found in the ceramic art of Rainbow Gate.”1 
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Rainbow Gate, 3210 Johnson Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

http://www.rainbowgate.com/AboutUs.asp
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Web site for Jenny Lind and her Rainbow Gate Pottery 
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