
   SANDRA LUEHRSEN – () 
 
Chicago native Sandra Luehrsen enrolled in a sculpture class in college that turned out to be a 
ceramics class.  Deciding to give it a try, she ended up finding what would be her passion and 
career.  After earning a B.A. and M.A. at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, IL, she moved 
west to Tempe, AZ and Arizona State University for her M.F.A.  Her first job after graduation 
was in the Graduate College at ASU, eventually becoming assistant dean, but her love for 
ceramics made her determined to pursue a career as a full-time artist, a dream she realized in 
1999.  Since then she has been a studio artist, creating her hand-built sculptural teapots and 
other forms which are matte-glazed, lushly embellished with flowers and hearts, and sometimes 
metallics and decals.  Her inspiration comes from her study of her ancestors and an 
appreciation for their lives; she sees her work as paying homage to these forerunners, some of 
whom she did not know.  In addition to her ceramic work, she does computer-generated prints, 
residential color consulting, and teaches part-time at Mesa Community College in Mesa, AZ. 
 
 

  ARTIST’S STATEMENT – SANDRA LUEHRSEN 
 
“…Details of ordinary lives don‟t typically get recorded so mysteries abound.  Disasters destroy 
vital records…Family lore distorts as it gets retold…Families have well-kept secrets. 
 
…Family research is my CSI.  The stories that emerge have inspired my art work for the past 8 
years.  As I assemble information about my dearly departed relatives, „restored‟ pottery 
becomes a metaphor for ancient lives.  The pieces don‟t exactly fit.  I fill gaps with conjecture 
and fragments. 
 
Flowers seem fitting symbols for the celebration of lives.  Many of my three-dimensional works 
are purely sculptural teapots – visual metaphors for the human form.  Each has a body, arms, 
head and sometimes feet.  Faux repaired work takes on a crazy quilt appearance like our lives. 
 
…My computer-generated drawings and collages feature altered and combined photos of my 
ceramic work.  Creating two-dimensional work on paper provides a balance to the physical 
activity of sculpture.  Each medium gives exciting yet different opportunities for exploration and 
discovery.”1 
 
 
 
1.  Sandra Luehrsen. “Artist‟s Statement.”  Courtesy of the artist. 
 
 

   RESUME – SANDRA LUEHRSEN 
 
   Born, Chicago, IL 
 
1969-1971  Elmhurst College 
 
1971-1973  B.A., Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 
 
1976   M.A., Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 



 
1976   Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 
 
1976-1979  M.F.A,  Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 
 
1979-1982 Administrative Assistant, Graduate College, Arizona State University, 

Tempe, AZ 
 

1982-1991 Assistant to the Dean, Graduate College, Arizona State University, 
Tempe, AZ 

 
1991-1999 Assistant Dean, Graduate College, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 
 
1998 First Place Award, All Arizona Clay, Shemer Art Center, Phoenix, AZ 
 Merit Award, From the Ground Up XVII, Los Paisanos Gallery, El Paso, 

TX 
 Arizona commission on the Arts, Purchase Award 
 
1999 Best of Show, Visions of Grandeur, West Valley Art Museum, Surprise, 

AZ 
 
1999-present Studio Artist, Tempe, AZ (Ceramic Art and Residential Color Consulting) 
 
2000   Adjunct Faculty, Mesa Community College, Mesa, AZ 

Business Volunteers for the Arts, Purchase Award 
 
2001 Second Place, 23rd Annual Contemporary Crafts, Mesa Art Center, 

Mesa, AZ 
 
2003 Guest Artist, Arizona State University Graduate Ceramics Studios, 

Tempe, AZ 
 
2006 Career Advancement Grant, Arizona Commission on the Arts 
 Merit Award, Carpe Argillum, West Valley Art Museum Surprise, AZ 
 
2006-present Digital Artist, for Liz Mitchell (Lace Atkins), photographer, Tempe, AZ 
 
2007 Invitational Architectural Ceramic Tile, Voices, the Column Project, South 

Mountain High School, Phoenix, AZ 
  
    

   BIOGRAPHY – SANDRA LUEHRSEN 
 
Born and raised in Chicago, IL, Luehrsen‟s earliest memories center around family and friends – 
playing baseball in the street with her brother and neighborhood kids; attending the Chicago 
White Sox games at Comiskey Park with her family; and planting and working in the flower beds 
at her home with her parents.  Following high school she enrolled in Elmhurst College, 
Elmhurst, IL, where her favorite subjects were art, chemistry and psychology.  She transferred 
to Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, IL, her junior year where she enrolled in a sculpture 
class only to find it was a ceramics class. “I decided to give it a try,”  Luehrsen said.  “It was the 



most difficult class I had.  I spent every spare minute working, and I got an A for effort.  I was in 
the studio more than the graduate students.”1 The “error” marked a turning point in her life.  By 
the second semester she had not only found her own style, she had found what would become 
her life focus.   
 
Luehrsen completed her B.A. in art at Northern Illinois University and stayed to earn an M.A. as 
well.  Lacking a job, she then moved to Carbondale, IL, where she worked for a restaurant and 
took ceramic classes as an unclassified student at Southern Illinois University.  Her professor 
encouraged her to pursue an M.F.A. and offered her a teaching assistantship, but Luehrsen, 
wanting to move west, applied to and was accepted into the M.F.A. program at Arizona State 
University.  ASU granted her an out-of-state tuition scholarship, and in addition she worked 
several jobs to support herself: restoring Native American pottery; museum guard; research 
assistant and teaching assistant; and life-drawing class model. 
 
Following graduation, Luehrsen accepted a position as an administrative assistant in the ASU 
Graduate College.  “No one hated paperwork more than me and I didn‟t own a skirt,” said 
Luehrsen, 2 but the job paid her bills and allowed her to continue to work on her ceramics at 
night and on the weekends.  Within a few years she was promoted to assistant to the dean and 
ultimately assistant dean.  During those years she was offered a teaching position in New 
Hampshire, but she was earning more at ASU and was comfortable with her life in Arizona. 
 
A potentially serious medical situation in 1992 was “the best and worst thing that had ever 
happened to me.”3  The realization of the fragility of life made her determined to find a way to 
make ceramics her full-time career.  She began by taking unpaid summer leave to produce 
enough work to build her portfolio and by 1999 was ready to leave ASU and go out on her own. 
Since then she has worked full-time as a studio artist in Tempe, AZ, making ceramic sculpture 
and computer-generated prints.  In addition she does some residential color consulting, writes, 
and teaches part-time at Mesa Community College in Mesa, AZ. 
 
Luehrsen is noted for her lush, sculptural teapots and other forms embellished with flowers, 
hearts, and rich, matte glazes.  She uses red earthenware clay, and the process involves 
multiple firings in a low-fire oxidation atmosphere.  In addition to glazes she has used ceramic 
decals and metallic lusters to enhance her pieces.  Each piece is hand built utilizing coiling, 
carving, pinching and slab building.  Her work is a metaphor for her life – the teapots which have 
a relationship to the human body with arms, body, head, and sometimes feet, pay homage, she 
has said, to her ancestors whose lives she researches and studies.  The flowers also reflect 
back to her childhood and those gardens she helped plant and nurture.  “With clay I can create 
permanent gardens,” she said.  “The excitement of seeing the ceramic flowers bloom mirrors my 
childhood experience.  Floral imagery also gives me an excuse to use lively and delicate color, 
an important element in my work.”4  Hearts figure prominently in her work as well and are also 
symbols of the connection to her ancestors – a physical representation of emotional connection 
and memories.  Hearts can also be broken, and occasionally personal relationships and 
disappointments have found expression in ceramic hearts.   
 
Luehrsen‟s work has been included in a number of exhibitions over her 30 year career, most 
recently in two solo exhibitions in 2007, one at the Chandler Center for the Arts, Chandler, AZ 
and the other at the West Valley Art Museum in Surprise, AZ.  She has received honors and 
awards for her work including a Career Advancement Grant from the Arizona Commission on 
the Arts in 2006, Guest Artist at the ASU Graduate Ceramics Studios in 2003, and an invitation 
to create an architectural tile for Voices, the Column Project at South Mountain High School in 
Phoenix.  Her work is included in both private and public collections, among them the City of 



Phoenix; The City of Tempe; the City of Chandler; the Auckland Institute and Museum, New 
Zealand; and the Arizona State University Art Museum.  Although her studio work keeps her 
very busy, she makes time to share her talent and knowledge through teaching part-time at 
Mesa Community College, Mesa, AZ and teaching workshops. 
 
While she enjoyed her colleagues at ASU, Luehrsen is grateful that she has been able to realize 
her dream of being a full-time artist.  In her sparse free time she studies genealogy and 
celebrates conquering her lifelong fear of water by swimming laps, noting that her personal best 
is “an almost continuous swim for 63 minutes!”5 
 
1.  Judith Smith.  “Hearts and Flowers.”  Ceramics Monthly 50 no. 6 (June/August 2002). 
2.  Sandra Luehrsen. “About Sandy Luehrsen.”  Biography courtesy of the artist. 
3.  Ibid. 
4.  Smith, “Hearts and Flowers.” 
5.  Luehrsen.  “About Sandy Luehrsen.” 
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