
   TED RANDALL – (1914 – 1985) 
 
Artist, educator, inventor, arts community organizer – the legacy Ted Randall has left to 
contemporary American ceramics is enormous.  His teaching career spanned 30 years, 
and under his guidance as chairman, the ceramics department at Alfred University 
became a renowned school of art and design.  He was instrumental in the organization 
of several arts education groups and the founder of the National Council on Education 
for the Ceramic Arts.  In addition he developed the Randall Potter’s Wheel and 
established a company to manufacture and market it which is still in operation.  With all 
these accomplishments he still produced a body of sculptural work that exemplified the 
balance between function and sculpture. 
 
 

  ARTIST’S STATEMENT – TED RANDALL 
 
“I have stopped trying for the pot that has never been seen before and continue to try for 
the pot that recalls all pottery.  I keep looking for that degree of innovation that 
refurbishes, renews, connects to old meanings, allows the fun of invention, but looks 
back at the past with respect, understanding and affection, opening the way for a 
continuous recreation of forms.”1 
 
 
1.  Ted Randall.  “Being and Meaning.”  Ceramics Monthly 32 (November 1984.) 
 
 
 

RESUME – TED RANDALL  (THEODORE A. RANDALL II) 
 
1914  Born, Indianapolis, IN 
 
1938  BFA, Yale University, New Haven, CT 
  Married Catherine Steckel 
 
1938-1940 Studio Artist, Brooklyn, NY 
 
1940-1942 Worked in family business 
 
1942-1945 United States Army Signal Corps 
   
1949  MFA, New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University, Alfred  
  NY 
 
1949-1951 Studio Artist, Wellsville, NY 
 
1951-1952 Studio Artist 
  Designer of pottery equipment; founder of Randall Wheel and Pottery 
  Company 
  Instructor, part-time, Alfred University 
 



1953-1981 Professor, New York State College of Ceramics at 
  Alfred University, Alfred, NY 
 
1958-1973 Chairman, Division of Art and Design, New York State College of  
  Ceramics at Alfred University, Alfred, NY 
 
1961  Founder of National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts 
 
1970  Fellow, National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts 
 
1975-  Part-time Professor, Alfred University, Alfred, NY 
 
1981-1985 Studio Artist 
 
1985  Honored as American Craft Council Fellow 
 
1985  Died 
 
2007  “The Theodore Randall International Chair in Art, “an endowed chair, 
  established at New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University, 
  School of Art and Design, Alfred, NY 
 
 

   BIOGRAPHY – TED RANDALL 
 
For almost 50 years Ted Randall played a major role in contemporary American 
ceramics.  Born in 1914, his family was already involved in ceramics.  His grandfather, 
Theodore Randall, had been editor of The Clay-Worker and secretary of the National 
Brick Manufacturers Association.  His father, James Randall, followed at The Clay-
Worker and published technical books.  Both James Randall and Ted’s mother,  Helen 
Darling, had studied under Charles Binns.  As a child Ted Randall sculpted toy figures 
for himself.  His formal studies began with his enrollment in the architecture and 
sculpture program at Yale University where he earned his BFA in 1938.  Following 
graduation he set up a studio in Brooklyn and was involved in two large plaster pieces 
for the World’s Fair.  Two years later he joined the family business, leaving to serve in 
the United States Army Signal Corps from 1942-1945.  After leaving the service he 
entered Alfred University, studying under Charles Harder and receiving an MFA in 1949. 
 
He established himself after graduation as a studio artist in Wellsville, NY, and also 
developed pottery equipment.  In 1951 Harder asked him to teach part-time at Alfred, 
which he accepted, continuing to work in his studio and nurturing the beginnings of a 
ceramic equipment company.  The part-time position was made full-time two years later, 
and Randall was to stay at Alfred as a professor until his retirement in 1981.  During his 
tenure he served as Chairman of the Division of Art and Design from 1958-1973, 
succeeding Charles Harder.  Before retiring Harder had asked Randall to draw up a plan 
for the future of the then design department, taking into account the increased interest in 
ceramics.  This plan was to form the basis for the transformation of the department.  
When Randall took over the Chairmanship in 1958 the enrollment of the university had 
peaked at 1,376 students of which 446 were in the college and 85 of those in design.   
When Randall stepped down in 1973 the number of majors had increased from one to 



seven, there were nineteen faculty, three hundred students, and the faculty search 
committee received 850 applications for staff positions.1  While Randall’s personal output 
decreased a great deal as the school went through the rapid expansion, under his 
leadership the department became a full school of art and design, offered majors in 
every field of art and was recognized as a premier ceramics program.   
 
His commitment to art education was further demonstrated in his role as one of the 
founders of the National Council for the Ceramic Arts in 1961.  He had earlier formed an 
organization in New York that brought together the heads of art departments in art 
school in that state, and he was also involved in the National Association of Schools of 
Art and Design.  His vision for NCECA was to form an organization where ceramic 
teachers could come together to discuss their common issues and to support each 
other.  It was originally set up as part of the American Ceramic Society, but broke off in 
time and became a separate organization.  
 
As his administrative duties at Alfred lessened, he turned again to producing his own 
work.  His early work was primarily functional – vessels, bowls, cups, etc. – but also 
showed attention to line and decoration, an indication of the direction his work would 
take.  In later years his work became more sculptural.  In his introduction to the 
exhibition catalog for Randall’s retrospective in 1987, Val Cushing wrote: “They (his 
vessels) carry a message of pottery in an envelope of sculpture.  These vessel forms 
play on contrasts. They are massive with delicate features. They are rich and dark in 
color, yet have cool and resonant overtones.  They are heavy to lift, but seem to float in 
space.  They hold out interest and they speak of eloquence, sensitivity, and coherence.”2 

 

In addition Randall also invented a pottery wheel which was a combination of a kick and 
electric wheel.  He founded a company to manufacture the wheels, the Randall Wheel 
and Pottery Company, which is still in existence. 
 
Randall was honored as a Fellow by the American Craft Council in 1985.  He died in 
November of that year, still producing outstanding work.  
 
 Alfred University honored its long-time colleague in 2007 with the establishment of an 
endowed chair, The Theodore Randall International Chair in Art, in memory and 
recognition of his “teaching, administrative and artistic talents.”3  Artist, educator, 
inventor, ceramic community organizer – Ted Randall left an enduring legacy to the 
ceramic arts. 
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 GALLERY REPRESENTATION – TED RANDALL 
 
 
   WEB SITES- TED RANDALL 
 
http://ceramicsmuseum.alfred.edu/exhibitions/randall 
Article on exhibition: “Ted Randall: Works from Five Decades at Alfred.”. 
 
http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/oralhistories/transcripts/cushin01.htm 
Oral interview with Val Cushing with references to Ted Randall. 
 
http://radio.weblogs.com/o114670/2002/10/27.html 
Discussion by John Norris of Randall’s article “Being and Meaning.” 
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