
    DAVID REGAN – (1964 - ) 
 
Montana artist David Regan wears several hats in his ceramic career:  studio artist, 
commercial tile manufacturer, and teacher.  He is best known for his intricately carved 
black-and-white vessels, often shaped like animals or other creatures, and covered with 
precisely designed drawings, many with a narrative theme.  However, he also has a 
thriving e-commerce business producing custom wall tiles in rich, deep glazes, and 
embossed with images from nature;  and further, is an Adjunct Professor, teaching 
ceramics part-time at the University of Montana. 
 
 

             ARTIST’S STATEMENT – DAVID REGAN 
 
"Pottery interests me as an art form because it nourishes both body and spirit. It has a 
connection to everyday sustenance and can be a powerful reminder of simple, yet vital 
necessities. Historically, pots have always served as a medium of self-expression, 
acknowledging that eating food is a psychological and spiritual experience, transcending 
merely the physiological. I work with forms that have a connection to traditional vessels, 
but are also challenging to contemporary sensibilities. I try to choose images, which 
allude to the issue of interior space and containment and do not intend for my work to be 
viewed stripped of this utilitarian focus. Rather, I hope to emphasize the possibilities that 
pottery can evoke in health, well-being, and imagination." 1 
 
 
1.  Taken from: http://www.davidregantile.com/about%20the%20artist.htm 

 
 

RESUME – DAVID REGAN 
 

1964  Born, Buffalo, New York 
 
1986  Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, Nova Scotia, Canada 
 
                    Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York, B.F.A. 
 
1986-88       Residency, Archie Bray Foundation, Helena, Montana 
 
1990             Alfred University, Alfred, New York, M.F.A 
 
1992  Montana Arts Council Fellowship 
 
1993  Western States Arts Federation Fellowship 
 
Present Studio Artist, Missoula, MT 
 
  Owner, David Regan Tile, Missoula, MT 
 
  Adjunct Professor, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 
 

http://www.davidregantile.com/about%20the%20artist.htm


BIOGRAPHY – DAVID REGAN 

 
David Regan was born in Buffalo, New York, in 1964. He attended the Nova Scotia 
College of Art and Design, Nova Scotia, Canada, and subsequently graduated from the 
Rochester Institute of Technology in New York with a BFA degree in 1986.  Following his 
graduation, he entered a residency at the Archie Bray Foundation in Helena, MT, 
working there from 1986 to 1988.  He completed his education at Alfred University in 
New York with an MFA degree in ceramics in 1990.  
 
Regan’s early work was functional – platters, cups, etc. - with bright glazes and figurative 
elements, but he was not happy with the results.  Akio Takamori, a fellow resident during 
his time at the Bray, advised him to concentrate in the area where he did his best work.  
For Regan, who was an excellent draftsman, this path led to the marriage of drawing 
and sculpture while still producing functional vessels.  He further defined his work by 
choosing to make only wheel-thrown vessels and to confine his surface decoration to 
black-and-white sgraffito.  He felt that the precision of the sgraffito permitted him to make 
finely detailed drawings on the variously shaped vessels.  His porcelain pots are not 
limited to traditional functional shapes but often take the form of animals or other 
creatures, and the decoration on the vessels is frequently narrative, a commentary on 
the social and political situation.  More recently his work, while still primarily functional, 
has also included some non-functional sculpture as well. 
 
In addition to his sculptural work, since 2001 Regan has been the owner of David Regan 
Tile, an e-commerce company producing ceramic wall tile. In contrast to his black-and-
white sculptural work, the tiles are richly glazed and embossed with designs mostly 
derived from the natural world.  Regan sees his tiles as in some ways a return to his 
“roots” in ceramics when he made strictly functional pieces.  Art, he believes, can be 
both beautiful and functional, and indeed his wall tiles form paintings of their own and 
allow those who appreciate beauty to enjoy it in their own home and, perhaps, at a lower 
cost than purchasing one of his sculptural pieces.  Regan and his wall tiles were 
featured on the HGTV show “Modern Masters” in 2002. 
 
Regan also makes time to teach, serving as an Adjunct Professor in the Art Department 
at the University of Montana in Missoula, MT, where he lives and has his studio.  His 
work has appeared in a number of group and solo exhibitions and is included in the 
collections of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY; the Mint Museum of Craft and 
Design, Charlotte, NC; Los Angeles County Museum of Art; and Long Beach Museum of 
Art, Long Beach, CA.  
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  GALLERY REPRESENTATION – DAVID REGAN 
 
Garth Clark Gallery, 24 West 57 Street, Suite 305, New York, NY 1001 

    



WEB SITES – DAVID REGAN 
 
http://www.davidregantile.com 
Web site for David Regan’s tile company 
 
http://www.franklloyd.com/dynamic/artist_bio.asp?ArtistID=24 
Frank Lloyd Gallery with information on Regan 
 
http://www.garthclark.com/artists/artists.php?id=Regan 
Garth Clark Gallery with information on Regan 
 
http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/cr_clay_pottery/article/0,1789,HGTV_3240_1394994,00.html 
 
http://www.umt.edu/art/faculty/adjunct/regan.html 
David Regan’s web site at the University of Montana 
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