
   JASON WALKER  (1973 -    ) 
 
Washington ceramic artist Jason Walker combines the haunting imagery of the conflict 
between nature and technology with his intricately constructed sculptural pieces.  Both 
things that grow and things that are made come together to make a statement.  “..I 
attempt to portray nature‟s vastness and human-kind as a small proponent of it.  Yet I 
draw the small things of nature large and the huge creations of man small.  I want to 
show how we influence the landscape, or nature.”1 
 
 
1.  http://www.ferringallery.com/dynamic/artist_bio.asp?artistID=65. 
 
 

  ARTIST’S STATEMENT – JASON WALKER 

“The culture I live in does not emphasize our physical connection and dependence on 
nature.  The current ideology is reliant upon technology, and it promotes disembodied 
activity such as television [and] computers…The gap between man-made and natural is 
ever increasing. 

Light bulbs, plugs, power-lines and pipes that grow from the earth are common images 
found in my work, juxtaposed with birds, insects, and organic matter such as leaves and 
trees. Similar to the thinking of the Hudson River School of painting, I attempt to portray 
nature's vastness and human-kind as a small proponent of it. Yet I draw the small things 
of nature large and the huge creations of man small. I want to show how we influence 
the landscape, or nature. My ideas stem from my own experiences bicycle touring, 
backpacking and the daily hikes I take with my dog.”1 

 
 
1.  http://www.ferringallery.com/dynamic/artist_bio.asp?artistID=65 
 
    

RESUME – JASON WALKER 
 
1973   Born, Pocatello, ID 
 
1988-1994  Head Billboard Painter and Trainer, Idaho Outdoor Advertising, 
   Pocatello, ID 
 
1994-1996  Hand painter and Sign Maker, Superior Signs, Logan, UT 
 
1995   Glassmaker, Heritage Glass, Logan, UT 
 
1996   B.F.A., Utah State University, Logan, UT 
 
1997   NCECA Student Fellowship 
 

http://www.ferringallery.com/dynamic/artist_bio.asp?artistID=65
http://www.ferringallery.com/dynamic/artist_bio.asp?artistID=65


1998   Shop Coordinator, The Pennsylvania State University, State  
   College, PA 
 
1999   Assistant Instructor, The Pennsylvania State University, 
   State College, PA 
   Technical Assistant, Haystack School of Crafts, Deer Isle, ME 
 
1999   M.F.A., The Pennsylvania State University, State College, PA 
 
1999-2001  Instructional Assistant, Ceramics, Napa Valley College, Napa, 
   CA 
 
2000   Salt Fire Workshop, Scott Parady Studio, Pope Valley, CA 
 
2000-2001  Instructor, Ceramics and Drawing, Napa Valley College, Napa, CA 
 
20021-2002  Instructor, Archie Bray Foundation, Helena, MT 
 
2002-2003  Taunt Fellowship Award, Archie Bray Foundation, Helena, MT 
 
Present  Studio Artist, Bellingham, WA 
 
 

   BIOGRAPHY – JASON WALKER 
 
Jason Walker‟s early years in the Northwest are evident in his work.  Born and raised in 
Pocatello, Idaho, he learned as a child to love the natural world.  He enjoyed what the 
outdoor life offered - hiking, backpacking, cross-country skiing – but at the same time he 
was exposed to a different side of life through his father‟s work as a technician at the 
Idaho National Laboratory which was focused on the construction, testing, and operating 
of nuclear reactors.  The Laboratory was off-limits to outsiders, and Walker associated 
the technology which it represented with danger and secrecy.  The conflict between 
nature and technology was to become a central theme in his art. 
 
Walker did his undergraduate work at Utah State University in Logan, Utah, where he 
majored in illustration, using his skills in a series of jobs painting billboards and signs.  
He found he enjoyed ceramics as well and for a time worked on earning a double major.  
“Then I realized I could do both.  I could combine the two in ceramics.  That‟s made my 
life a lot simpler.”1  When he then enrolled in Pennsylvania State University, it was as a 
ceramics major; he earned his M.F.A. in 1999. 
 
“I was so focused on receiving a good education that I forgot to plan beyond that,” 
Walker says.2  For a few years he struggled while he decided what he wanted to do, 
supporting himself by teaching at Napa Valley College in Napa, CA, until 2001.  At that 
point he decided that teaching was not his path and that he really wanted to try to 
survive as strictly a studio artist.  His work had been selling but he did not have the time 
he felt he needed to produce the body of work he wanted.  Striking out on his own, he 
looked for any and all venues to show his work.  Then, a fellowship from the Archie Bray 
Foundation in 2002 allowed him the opportunity to focus on his work, gave him national 
exposure, and permitted him to find opportunities with galleries and museums that would 



allow him to realize his dream.  Ferrin Gallery in Massachusetts invited him to show at 
SOFA in 2003 and has continued to represent his work. 
 
The theme of nature vs. technology came to the forefront when Walker was living in 
northern California.  The college where he was teaching was across from the Napa 
River, a polluted body of water, and near the congested area of Silicon Valley.  The 
contrast between the chaos and clutter of the urban area and the relatively empty space 
of his early years caused him to think seriously about the future of the planet and man‟s 
effect on it.  His pieces are covered in intricate drawing of black underglaze – birds, 
insects, and plants together with machines, tools, and power plants.  Walker sees his 
messages as sociological rather than political but in either case they ask the viewer to 
think and reconsider the direction in which we appear to be moving. 
 
Jason Walker‟s work has been shown in a number of exhibitions and is included in the 
collections of the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh, PA, as well as the Ceramic 
Research Center of the Arizona State University Art Museum in Tempe, AZ.  He is the 
recipient of the Taunt Fellowship Award (2002-2003), a Mary B. Bishop Scholarship, 
Graham Student Fellowship, and NCECA Student Fellowship, among others.  At the 
present time Walker lives in Bellingham, WA, where he continues to work as a studio 
artist.  “There are a couple of other residency programs I would like to be part of, but my 
new lifelong goal is to never have a „real‟ job ever again.”3 
 
 
1.  Lori Cary.  “Message in a Bottle.”  Helena Independent Record (April 25 2003). 
2.  “The Building Blocks of a Career.”  Ceramics Monthly (October 2006): 44. 
3.  Ibid. 
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     GALLERY REPRESENTATION – JASON WALKER 
 
Cervini Haas Gallery, 4222 N. Marshall Way, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
 
Ferrin Gallery, 69 Church Street, Lenox, MA 01240 
 

 
   WEB SITES – JASON WALKER 
 
http://www.helenair.com/articles/2003/04/28/yourtime/d11042503_01.txt 
Article by Lori Carey, “Message in a Bottle.” 
 
http://www.art.usu.edu/ceramicsGallery/Coming-of-Age-21-Years-of-Ceramics_At-USU 
Exhibit at Utah State University which includes piece by Jason Walker. 
 
http://www.plasm.com/cana/CBCeramics/Ceramics/Friends/Jason/Jason.html 
Work by Jason Walker 
 
http://ceramicartsdaily.org/feature/featuredetail/071807emergingartists_pt2.aspx 
Article: “From Mud Pies to Money: Making a Career out of Ceramics.” 
 
http://www.archiebray.org/residents/walker/index.html 
Jason Walker site at Archie Bray. 
 
http://www.ferringallery.com/dynamic/artist_bio.asp?artistID=65 
Jason Walker information at Ferrin Gallery site. 
 
http://www.cervinihass.com/artists/walker_j/walker_j.html 
Jason Walker at Cervini Haas Gallery site 
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